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then I earned my degree at The Evergreen 
State College. I will graduate with a mas-
ter’s degree in psychology in August. Not 
only will I be employable and be able to help 
others in the mental health field, I will also 
get to start whittling away at paying old 
medical bills and my student loans. 

Although I will no longer need ObamaCare 
since I will have health insurance through 
my employer, the ACA has forever changed 
the insurance marketplace. The insurers 
can’t charge me more for my preexisting 
condition like they could before. 

If the ACA had been in place when my hus-
band died, I would have been able to keep my 
business on the Oregon coast. If the ACA had 
been in place when my husband died, I would 
have immediately qualified for insurance 
under the ACA, and I may have been able to 
keep our house. I want you to know, I am 
not lazy. I am a determined, self-improving 
mom who is raising her son alone. Before the 
ACA, I had to decide whether to pay for in-
surance or food. I depend on the ACA. 

That is the letter from Sherry. 
Madam Speaker, this past Saturday, 

I had the opportunity to meet with 
more than 300 of my constituents who 
support accessible, affordable health 
care in our country. I heard from 
many, but still a small portion of the 
750,000 Washingtonians who gained cov-
erage through the ACA. 

The ACA is working for many people 
across America, and Congress should 
not reverse the progress we have made 
under it. That being said, I know there 
are parts of the ACA that could be im-
proved upon. We all know that. We can 
and should make improvements in 
order to make healthcare insurance 
more affordable and more accessible to 
more people across our Nation. As we 
began this Congress, I had hope that we 
could have a productive, bipartisan dis-
cussion about the steps we could take 
to do just that, but I was saddened and, 
frankly, dismayed by the lack of seri-
ous policy efforts from my friends on 
the other side of the aisle. 

Well, the majority finally released 
their proposed replacement for the 
ACA, the so-called American Health 
Care Act, after weeks of hiding this se-
cret bill behind closed doors. Frankly, 
I am not impressed by the bill. This 
bill offers no attempts to improve 
healthcare coverage or insurance cov-
erage, no attempts to reduce 
healthcare costs or the rate of infla-
tion. This bill allows insurance to 
charge older people more while, at the 
same time, reducing the subsidies for 
many of those very same people. The 
bill was presented without any indica-
tion of how it will affect our budget or 
how many people will be kicked off 
their insurance under this plan. 

This bill does not address the bar-
riers that prevent working class and 
middle class people from accessing and 
securing health insurance. In fact, the 
bill would likely put health insurance 
out of reach for millions of Americans 
who are in the working and middle 
classes. 

Madam Speaker, to earn the label 
‘‘American,’’ a bill had better be excep-
tional. The American Health Care Act 
is a lot of things, but exceptional is not 

one of them. People like Sherry are ex-
ceptional. Let’s put Sherry and people 
in her circumstances first. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 39 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of the universe, we give You 
thanks for giving us another day. 

We ask Your blessing upon us this 
day. During these days, the American 
people can see the difficulties of legis-
lating for this great Nation of ours. 
Disagreements between and within par-
ties emerge when important and sweep-
ing laws are being considered. 

So also the push and pull of local, 
State, and national governmental in-
terests and responsibilities can be seen 
to contribute to the enormity of our 
way of government. Be it health care 
or immigration, the wisdom of our 
Founders can perhaps be seen in their 
designing a governmental process that 
is difficult, resistant to hasty solu-
tions, and demanding of those who en-
gage. 

May the American people be patient 
with and supportive of this process, 
and may the Members of this House, 
especially, merit the trust of their con-
stituents, those who voted for them 
and those who did not. 

And may all that is done this day be 
for Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. WOODALL) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. WOODALL led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT 

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in gratitude—yes, grati-
tude—for the opportunity that we have 
to serve the American people and by 
beginning the process of repealing and 
replacing ObamaCare. 

As Republicans, we understand that 
even $1 trillion in new taxes—as the Af-
fordable Care Act dropped on our 
friends and families—cannot save a 
healthcare system that is based on gov-
ernment interference and overreach. 
We as conservatives defend compas-
sion, fairness, and freedom. These val-
ues are mutually inclusive, and I sub-
mit the American Health Care Act is a 
case study in their application. 

As insurance markets contract and 
healthcare options for Americans evap-
orate across the country, Medicaid con-
tinues to give more Federal dollars to-
ward able-bodied Americans than to-
ward the elderly and disabled neighbors 
that the program was designed to help. 

ObamaCare has ushered in a brave 
new world of diminished health care 
and skyrocketing costs, and we cannot 
let these directives stand. Republicans 
are protecting our most vulnerable 
neighbors by putting conservative prin-
ciples back in place. Limiting govern-
ment, thoughtful budgets for Federal 
programs, free markets, and choices 
are the best medicine we have to bring 
relief to struggling Americans, and we 
are here to deliver. 

f 

AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, the Repub-
licans have introduced their healthcare 
plan. The President said it would be 
better and more cost effective than the 
Affordable Care Act and it would offer 
insurance to everybody. 

Well, if you believe that, you believe 
the President has got a secret plan to 
defeat ISIS which he was going to give 
us within 30 days, that there were 
thousands of Muslims in New Jersey 
cheering 9/11, and that President 
Obama was born in Kenya. It is not 
true. 

What the plan they have introduced 
is is something that will give the 
wealthy unbelievable tax breaks. The 
400 wealthiest people in America will 
get tax breaks of $7 million apiece; and 
the Americans who earn $200,000 a year 
or less will get none of those breaks, 
but they will pay more for their insur-
ance and get less for it. 
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